improving patient care by developing genomics education targeted at the VA's nursing workforce. A panel of experts in the areas of nursing, genetics, and research created an online genomics education course and a genomic nursing competency assessment tool. Educational content for this effort was built from currently published competencies and recommendations from the national VA Genomics Nursing Competencies Workgroup, which identified 21 core genomic competencies for VA nurses. In June 2014, the course "Genomics in Your Nursing Practice" became available through the VA's online learning system to VA nurses nationwide, awarding 3.5 continuing education credits to those who successfully complete it.
As a broad overview, this online course reviews the following core elements of genomics: (i) the language of genomics; (ii) the ethical, legal, and social implications of genomic information; (iii) the nurse's role in collecting and documenting personal and family medical history; (iv) the nurse's role in applying genomics knowledge to assess risk; (v) the process for accessing the VA Genomic Medicine Service or other genetic services; and (vi) the key elements involved in follow-up from a genetics consultation across the continuum of care. Printable handouts, including a red flags family history checklist and patterns of inheritance cue card, are available within the course to facilitate translation of this knowledge to clinical care. An instrument to assess nurses' actual genomics knowledge, attitudes, and skills has been built into the education program using a pre-/posttest design. Results of this extensive educational effort will be published in the future.
Although the context of this discussion focuses on Veterans Health Administration Nursing Services, genomics education for nurses is now relevant in all academic and clinical practice settings, continuing education, and competency evaluations. The role of the nurse in genomics-based health care is a professional responsibility that should be endorsed by all health-care systems and encouraged by health-care leadership. Cross-cutting interprofessional educational efforts will help to ensure genomic literacy. Team-based approaches that value the demonstration of genomic competencies by all clinical disciplines offer the promise of improved and more effective personalized patient care. The combined efforts of the VA Office of Nursing Services and the VA Office of Research and Development aim to enhance these efforts.
At this time, "Genomics in Your Nursing Practice" is available only to VA health professionals through the VA Talent Management System. The course can be found by searching for the course title or the course number: 18527.
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